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II.   KINGDOM OF KASHMIR

In the seventh century, according to the Chinese pilgrim,
the kingdom of Kashmir comprised not only the valley of
Kashmir itself, but also the whole of the hilly country between
the Indus and the Chenab to the foot of the Salt range in the
south. The different states visited by Hwen Thsang were
Urasa, to the west of Kashmir ; Taxila and Sinhapura, to
the south-west ; and Punach and Rajaori to the south.
The other hill-states to the east and south-east are not
mentioned ; but there is good reason for believing that they
also were tributary, and that the dominions of Kashmir in
the seventh century extended from the Indus to the R&vi.
The petty independent state of Kullu, in the upper valley of
the Bids river, was saved by its remoteness and inaccessibility ,
and the rich state oijalandhar, on the lower Bias, was then
subject to Harsha Vardhana, the great king of Kanoj. But
towards the end of the ninth century the Kangra valley was
conquered by Sankara Varmraa, and the sovereign power of
Kashmir was extended over the whole of the Alpine Pan jab
from the Indus to the Satlej.1

Hwen Thsang describes Kashmir as surrounded on all sides
by lofty mountains, which is a correct description of the
valley itself ; but when he goes on to say that its circuit is
7,000 tt, or 1,166 miles, he must refer to the extended kingdom
of Kashmir, and not to the valley, which is only 300 miles
in circuit. But the extent of its political boundary, from the
Indus on the north of the Salt range on the south, and from
the Indus on the west to Rivi on the east, cannot be estimated
fit less than 900 miles, and may very probably have reached
the amount stated by the pilgrim.

1.   KASHMIR

Hwen Thsang entered the valley of'Kashmir from the
west in September, A. D. 631. At the entrance there was a

1. 'Raja Tarangiat/v. 144.